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power to the higher perfections of wisdom and
goodness, the case is greatly changed. We can-
not conceive that the God of truth should have
created our world as one vast magazine of de-
ceptions, everywhere stored with illusive signs
of life which never had existed, and races and
generations of living things, which had no
actual reality whatever. It is not less hard to
conceive that the Living God, in His first work
of creation, should store the earth with appa-
rent signs of the ravages of death, and make it
the facsimile of a vast charnel-house of perished
life; as it came first from His hand, <e when,
the morning stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for joy." We cannot
bcliove that He would form dead skeletons^or
their moulds in the strata of the earth, so as to
produce a wholly false impression on the senses
and understandings of those who might search
out, in later times, the hidden works of God.
The argument, then, for long successive ageH
of the earth's history, from the fossils of geology,
is strong and almost irresistible. But ft is
really an argument from Natural Theology,
and from that alone. Once attempt to turn it
into ii purely physical demonstration, and it
wholly fails, or cklse needs to borrow atheistic
premises, to mako the reasoning complete*.,